
 1 mrpc27.10.2008 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ROOKSDOWN PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE HALL, SAXON WOOD 
SCHOOL ON MONDAY 27 OCTOBER 2008 COMMENCING AT 19.30 

 

Present:  Cllrs Cordner, Cavalier, P. Dobing, R. Dobing, Miller (Chairman), Phipps Statham. 
 

In Attendance:  2 members of the public.  

County Cllr Reid 
Borough Councillor K Cherrett 
Parish Clerk 

 

1.  APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies were received from Cllr Adlam (holiday), Lewis Grey (holiday)  & PC Hoile. 
 
2.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Cllr R. Dobing and the Clerk declared an interest in Item 7(b) – payments. 
 

3.  MINUTES  
 

34/09  It was 

RESOLVED to receive and confirm the accuracy of the minutes of the meeting held on 22 September 
2008. 

 
 

4.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

An open forum was not required. 
 
STANDING ORDER 23[d] 

 

35/09  It was 

RESOLVED to alter the order of business, and defer Item 5 until the arrival of the borough and county 
councillors. 

 
6.   PLANNING 
 
35/09  It was 
RESOLVED to note and comment as follows on planning applications/decisions received:  
 

a. New Applications: 
 
 BDB/69617 Homefield House, Homefield Way: Erection of 

60 no. bedroom care home with associated 
parking following demolition of existing 24 no. 
bedroom care home 

Repeat comments on the earlier 
application BDB64967, adjusted in 
the light of changes on the revised 
plans. 

 

 b. Planning Decisions: 
 

BDB/69450 5 Highpath Way: Change of use from dwelling house 
to house of multiple occupation: GRANTED 

Noted with extreme 
disappointment in light 
of objections. 

 
5.  REPORTS & FEEDBACK: BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLORS AND THE POLICE 
 

B Cllr Cherrett’s, whose detailed report is at Appendix A to these minutes, congratulated the 
parish on the publication of its first newsletter, which had prompted several contacts from 
residents..  

 
County Cllr Reid reported that he had been approached by the press for a comment on the 
delays in adopting roads& lighting in the parish, that an interview with the BBC is planned and 
that a question has been tabled at the next full meeting of HCC in November. Cllr Statham 
commented that he had submitted a complaint to HCC covering > 30 points, and asked for a 
progress report on the removal of contractors signs at the entrance to the parish (no progress 
yet), flooding at the A339 junction (works not yet contracted out) and whether the S106 
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money had been paid over by Taylor Wimpey (Cllr Cherrett has a meeting on several issues 
with BDBC officials on 5

th
 November). 

 
Cllr Hoile’s written report is at Appendix B to these Minutes. 

 

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT & PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL 
 

Financial Reports 2008/2009 
 

A financial report to the mid October 2008 was noted. 

 
Payments for Approval 

 
36/09  It was 

RESOLVED to approve the following payments:  
 
 

CQ No Payee Service Amount 
000162 Saxonwood School Hall hire October 2008 £50.00 

000163 Personalised Print Printing: Newsletter No 1 £269.00 
000164 R Darley Expenses October £48.65 
000165 R Dobing Travel expenses: Paths Conference £13.08 
  Total £380.73 
 

8.  ROOKSDOWN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION  
 

A written report from the RCA Chairman is attached at Appendix C to these Minutes.  
 

9.  INSTALLATION OF SEATS & NOTICE BOARDS 
 

a. Seats: 
 

37/09  It was 

RESOLVED to seek grant funding and the necessary BDBC approval for 3 seats (the Braeburn, supplied 
by Orchard Street Furniture) to be installed on Mill Road open space, to be marked by a 
community event. 

 

38/09  It was further  

RESOLVED that all future seats installed in the parish will be in the Braeburn type. 
 

b. Notice Boards: The Clerk reported that the sitting of a notice board by the health centre 
had been agreed and that he would be meeting the contractor on site in week commencing 3 
Novemeber, with a view to installation of the boards in the following week. 
 

10.  MOTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 

Cllr Statham: “That Rooksdown Parish Council request the relevant authorities to 
impose a legal restriction of no through access except for bus and emergency 
services onto Rooksdown Avenue from the A339 direction in order to reduce the 
amount of rat-running through the parish”. [This would enable the police to stop and 
question people on the legal highway and also enable us to request the police 
action. Until the other end is adopted we can’t obviously get anything done about 
that side. A few hours of noting registration plates and getting the police to confirm 
they are not from the Rooksdown estate should show the size of the problem and 
get some fixed penalty notices served]. 

 

39/09  It was further  

RESOLVED that the Clerk will investigate arrangements for the imposition of a legal restriction of no 

through access except for bus and emergency services onto Rooksdown Avenue from the 
A339 direction in order to reduce the amount of rat-running through the parish, and 
whether such a measure is enforceable. 
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40/09  It was further  

RESOLVED to investigate the possibility of other measures such as roundabouts at each end of 
Rooksdown Lane, and/or No Right Turn into the current access into hospital at the A340 
junction by St Michael’s Hospice.  
 

11.  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

A list of correspondence had been circulated to Members and copies of those for discussion 
were issued with the Agenda. 
 

In light of the receipt of a notice from HALC of banking services offered by the Clydesdale 
Bank,  
 

41/09 It was 

RESOLVED that the Clerk will undertake a review of current banking arrangements and approach several of 
the major banks seeking their proposals for handling RPC’s banking business. 

 

BDBC’s Draft Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) was noted,  
 

42/09 It was 

RESOLVED to OBJECT to the proposed Manydown site. 
 

The Countryside Access Forum Small Grants Scheme was noted, and it was 
agreed that an item would be placed on the agenda of the November RPC meeting 
to receive feedback from the Paths to Partnership Annual Conference at  Alton on 
9

th
. October 

 

A decision is to be made regarding attendance at the Annual Meeting of Parish Transport 
Representatives at Winchester on 1 November when details of the agenda are 
available. 

 

43/09 It was 

RESOLVED that 3 representatives would attend BDBC’s Parish Conference & Reception on  
1st December @ 5:15pm and claim appropriate expenses. 

 

44/09 It was 

RESOLVED Cllrs R Dobing and P Dobing would attend the Remembrance day Service at BDBC and claim 
appropriate expenses.. 

 

12.  MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION/REPORT/DECISION 
 
The Clerk was asked to organise a meeting on 10

th
 November, possibly at the Golf Club, to 

discuss the division of reponsibilities and meeting arrangements of RPC’ s working groups. 
. 

13.  MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS 
 

 

Cllr Miller reported that he had been approached regarding advertising in the new parish 
magazine. This is to be discussed formally at the next meeting. 

Cllr Cavalier: complained about the state of the road caused by the Harness House 
development. The Clerk is to examine the planning approval document, and approach the 
developer. 

Cllr Dobing: reported fly-tipping at the rear of the Firvale building, apparently from the 
building itself. The Clerk is to investigate and contact Firvale management. 
The Clerk: reported the outcome of a meeting with English Partnership (Howard Bassant and 
PC Hoile, attended by Cllr Lewis Grey. EP have agreed to repair fencing on the Old Golf 
Course site, to plough up the motorcycle track and erect notices to prevent motorcycle 
nuisance. The Clerk  hoped to meet Mr Bassant on Wednesday 30 October and plans to ask 
for the creation of trenches on the edge of the site as an additional barrier to trespassers. 
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14.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday 24 November 2008, 
(at which the 2009/2010 Budget & Precept will be set),  Further meetings will be held on  
26 January, 23 February & 23 March 2009. The Clerk is to check the accuracy of May 2009 
meeting dates on the website. 

 
15. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

 
45/09 It was 

RESOLVED that the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business 
under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 on the grounds 
that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 
12 A of the 1972 Local Government Act:  
Reasons 1 & 7 

 
16.  STAFF MATTERS 
 

The Clerk’s salary had not been reviewed since 1 April 2007 recognise the effect of NJC 
increases, and to regularize and simplify the process of annual salary reviews,  

 
46/09 It was 

RESOLVED that the Clerk’s salary would be Scale Point 25 on Scale LC1 (that is the penultimate point on 
the lowest scale, plus one increment recognizing the Clerk’s CILCA  qualification) with effect 
from 1 April 2007. In future years the Clerk’s salary would be automatically increased in line 
with LJC recommended rates, subject to satisfactory performance. 

 
 
 
 
 

The meetings closed at 21.55 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date........................................    Chairman........................................ 
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        Appendix A to mrpc271008 
        Dated 27 October 2008 
 
Rooksdown Parish Update 27 October 2008 
Update from Borough Cllr Karen Cherrett 
 

Rooksdown reporter 
Congratulations on the first issue which has gone down really well with those residents who have contacted 
me with questions and to comment on the magazine. 

 
Dog waste bins 
At last, new bins arrived on the estate last week and are now waiting to be permanently fixed to sites 
identified previously to the council officers. 
 

A339 footbridge 
A resident has complained that the visibility of pedestrians to traffic at the Wellington Terrace end of the new 
bridge is obstructed. I have written to Hants Highways and they have already inspected the site and agree to 
undertake some remedial work to remove part of a hedge at the site. 

 
Trees at Nightingale Gardens and copse 
BDBC has now initiated a survey of trees in the copse with a view to identifying and commissioning remedial 
works as needed. Sanctuary Homes continue to dispute their responsibility but the Council will press ahead 
with works and seek to re-claim funds from Sanctuary. The issue of land ownership remains unresolved but 
the Council is now considering use of its powers to enforce the transfer of the land to its ownership.  

 
Planning applications 
In spite of petitions from 15 residents and representations by myself and Cllr Reid the planning application at 
5 Highpath Way was granted last month. The dwelling is in the occupancy of a single family and we remain to 
see what impact the conversion will have on neighbours. 
An application to demolish the 24 bed care home at Homefield Way and replace it with a 60 bed facility has 
been received by BDBC. I am unaware of any objections or concerns from residents at this time. 
 

Bus stops – nuisance at Vitelius Gardens 
Following last month’s resident complaint both the bus service and HCC have responded to say that they 
have made the route drivers aware of the issues raised. They do not see moving the bus stop as an option 
and state that removing the bus stop altogether is not favoured as it is well used. They are considering an 
advisory notice on the bus stop itself if the levels of complaints increase.  
In the meantime the community wardens have visited the area and the resident concerned. 
 

Adoptions of Balsan Close, English Wood, Highpath Way, Trenchmead Gardens and street lighting 
Still battling on this one….. both Cllr Reid and I have petitioned the portfolio holder and Leader of HCC to 
make progress on adoptions and especially street lighting. I have, as yet, not even received an 
acknowledgement from Cllr Thornber on the issues raised and especially the 30 plus defective street lights 
on the estate. Cllr Reid has tabled a question to HCC full council for 20 November I have a further meeting 
with BDBC officers on 5

th
 November to discuss adoption related issues. Both Cllr Reid and I are discussing 

what options are now available to us if our meetings and questions fail to resolve the issues once and for all. I 
will update the Parish at our next meeting. 

Addendum – following coverage by BBC South Today and Radio Berkshire on 30/31 Oct, there has been a 
rush of activity to attend to the street lights on adopted roads. There is also some movement from Taylor 
Wimpey to agree an action plan to progress and complete adoptions. I remain sceptical of providing a 
completion date but will keep up the pressure with Cllr Reid until we get there. At that point we will start on the 
newer parts of the estate. Watch this space…….. 
  

Community Facilities 
I will be covering the progress of facilities and appointment of designers in my next meeting at BDBC on 5

th
 

November. In the meantime a quick update on the Wessex Hall progress: 

• Wimpey are now asking Wessex to start the legal process of purchasing Park Hall with the legal's 
expected to be completed well in process before Christmas 

• Wessex have three parties interested in the purchase of their existing site and are heading towards 
final negotiations on this issue 

• it may be by March/April 2009 for the final legal and planning stages for both sites, with a view to 
work starting in Rooksdown soon after and possibly be in the building late 2009 early 2010!  
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Appendix B to mrpc271008 

        Dated 27 October 2008 
 

CURRENT CONCERNS 
 

There has been an increase in reports of Motorcycle/Mini - Moto use on the Old Park Prewett Golf Course.  I 
liaise closely liaison with English Partnerships who are the owners of the Old Golf Course and we are 
currently in discussions with regard to securing the site.  It is anticipated that there will be signs erected 
stating that the land is Private and that use of Motorcycles / Vehicles is strictly prohibited.  A Mini – Moto can 
only be used on Private Land with the Land Owners permission.  This also applies to any other form of Off – 
Road riding / driving.   
 
The calls that I have received have come from various sources but very few have been reported directly to 
the Police.  I would urge residents to report these incidents via the Force Enquiry Centre on 0845 0454545.  
By calling this number all Occurrences are recorded directly onto our Crime Recording system and can be 
accessed by all Officers.  If you can provide the date / time and exact location of the riders it assists us 
greatly as there may be a deployable Police Unit in the area.  Please try and obtain descriptions of bikes, 
riders, clothing and any additional vehicles that may be related to the riding.  Some riders are travelling from 
far a field and transporting their bikes by van.  Please make a note of van / trailer registrations that are parked 
down Rooksdown Lane and are involved in the vehicle nuisance. 
 
I will continue to conduct patrols in the area and advise / deal with Offenders as necessary. 
 
PC 2521 
Ian Hoile 
 

 
DATE OCCURRENCE LOCATION 

22/09/08 Theft of Cycle Norrie Court 

02/10/08 Rowdy & Inconsiderate Canadian Way 

03/10/08 Dwelling Burglary Norrie Court 

04/10/08 Criminal Damage Owen Way 

04/10/08 Rowdy & Inconsiderate Canadian Way 

07/10/08 Theft from Motor Vehicle Balsan Close 

09/10/08 Criminal damage Hobbs Court 

11/10/08 Motorbike Nuisance Elder Road 

16/10/08 Theft of Electric Cycle Nightingale Gardens 

18/10/08 Motorbike Nuisance Rooksdown Lane 

 
 

 
 
 

Appendix C to mrpc271008 
        Dated 27 October 2008 
 
 
Report by Cllr Debbie Adlam, Chairman, Rooksdown Community Association 
 
Feed back from the community association for September/ October: 

• Dennis Czech from the children centre spoke at the last meeting. Informed us that he has been 
communicating with Bob from the Wessex Fellowship and was hoping to set up a pre-school group 
at the church when it opens. Dennis reports that the area will be big enough to support two pre-
schools, although he was unable to say how many under fives live on Rooksdown. I think only Child 
Health on G floor of NHH would have this info. Unless anyone else knows differently. 

• The Quiz night, although quiet (20 people including a team set up by the Golf Club), was very 
successful. Food was excellent and we all had an enjoyable evening. We also raised £27 fro St 
Michael’s Hospis. 

• Rooksdown reporter given out by members of the RCA and the RPC. Lots of positive feedback so 
far. 

 

 


