
 1 mrpc23.06.2008 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ROOKSDOWN PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE HALL, SAXON WOOD 

SCHOOL ON MONDAY 23 JUNE 2008 COMMENCING AT 19.30 
 

Present:  Cllrs Adlam, Cordner, P. Dobing, R Dobing, Lewis Grey, Miller (Chairman), Phipps, Statham 
(to 22:30), Uzzell (19:42 to 22:30).  

 

In Attendance: No member of the public.  

County Cllr Reid 
Borough Councillor K Cherrett 
PC Ian Hoile 
Parish Clerk 

 

1.  APOLOGIES 
 

No apologies had been received. 
 

2.  DECLARATIONS OF OFFICE: MEMBERS 

 
All members had made their declarations of office prior to the commencement of the meeting 
 

3.  MINUTES  
 

06/09  It was 

RESOLVED to receive and confirm the accuracy of the minutes of the meeting held on 12 May 2008. 
 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

  An open forum was not required. 

 

5.  REPORTS & FEEDBACK: BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLORS AND THE POLICE 

 
B Cllr Cherrett’s report is at Appendix A to these minutes. Following reference to information 
relating to the availability of S106 contributions and timetable/plans for the provision of the 
long awaited community centre in Rooksdown,  
 

07/09  It was 

RESOLVED to invite Mrs June Balcombe, Community Development Officer, BDBC to give a short 
presentation at the next RPC meeting on 22 July. 

 
County Cllr Reid’s report centred on the delays in the adoption of significant areas of the 
Rooksdown estate. He had been pressing officials for action and receiving mixed signals in 
response. Cllr Reid undertook to continue pressing for adoption, which is the solution to 
problems of fauly lights, overgrowth, flooding, policing etc.  
 
PC Hoile’s report is at Appendix B to these minutes. He also reported that he had attended a 
meeting with hospital/developerd at which improvements to Park Prewett Road and possible 
closure of part of this road to prevent rat-running had been discussed. The Clerk is to 
attempt to obtain agreement to the attendance of an RPC representative at these meetings. 
 

6.   PLANNING 

 

08/09  It was 
RESOLVED to note and comment as follows on planning applications/decisions received:  
 

a. New Applications: 
 
(i) BDB/68857 The Ark Conference Centre, Dinwoodie 

Drive: Erection of a storage container 
(retrospective) 

No comment on the substance of 
the application, but RPC 
commented on the frequency of 
retrospective applications from this 
applicant. 

(ii) BDB/68629 31 Watertower Way: Erection of a 
conservatory to the rear of the property 

No comment 
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 Planning Decisions: 

 
i BDB/68505 Land at OS Parcel 4616, 1541, Park 

Prewett:Erection of a single storey 
modular building, including provision of 
car parking and associated access. 
Erection of a two metre high perimeter 
fence. GRANTED 

Noted 

ii BDB/68205 North Hampshire Hospital: Siting of a 
portable building and creation of a 
parking space: GRANTED 

Noted 

 

The Clerk was asked to invite a of BDBC’s planning department to attend an RPC meeting to outline 
the planning process for new councillors. The Clerk is to provide information on future dates of  
BDBC’s Development Control Committee Meetings 
 

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT & PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL 

 
Financial Reports 2008/2009 

 
A financial report to the mid June 2008 was noted. 

 

Payments for Approval 

 

09/09  It was 

RESOLVED to approve the following payments:  
 

CQ No Payee Service Amount 

143 Saxonwood School Hall Hire June 2008 £50.00 
144 John K Murray Internal Audit Fee 2007/2008 £50.00 
145 R Dobing Travel expenses £15.64 
146 T Botten Web Hosting Fee £19.98 
147 R Darley Salary & Expenses Q1 of 2008/2009 £786.36 
148 HM Revenue & Customs PAYE on salary Q1 of 2008/2009 £180.19 
  Total  £1102.17 
 

Accounts 2007/2008 
 

10/09 It was 

RESOLVED to note receipt of the Internal Audit Report and to approve proposed responses to the points 
raised in it, which will form part of the requisite 2007/2008 Annual Return & Accounts to be 
submitted to the Audit Commission 
 

8.  ROOKSDOWN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION  
 

Preparations are in hand for the RCA Summer Fayre and another Play Day is planned in 
September. The next meeting of RCA is Thursday 26 July. 
 

9.  CORRESPONDENCE 
 

A list of correspondence had been circulated to Members and copies of those for discussion 
were issued with the Agenda. 
 

11/09 It was 

RESOLVED to meet 50% of the cost (£90) of the Clerk’s SLCC membership renewal for 2008/2009 
 

12/09  It was  

RESOLVED that members/the Clerk may attend LDF Core Strategy: Informal Workshops on the 
Sustainability of Settlements on 9

th
 or 16th July and claim appropriate expenses. 
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13/09  It was  

RESOLVED  that Cllr Lewis-Grey & R Dobing may attend the Paths to Partnership: working with parishes 
to manage your green places and rights of way: 9 October: Alton Maltings Centre: 1-5pm 
and claim appropriate expenses. 

 

10.  CONSULTANCY 

 
The consultant’s proposal to hold a meeting of parties involved in S106 and the provision of 
community facilities was discussed. It had been agreed earlier in the meetings that BDBC’s 
Community Development Officer be invited to attend the next meeting of the parish council, 
and the need/timing of a meetings of all parties would be determined after that. 
 

11.  MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION/REPORT/DECISION 
 
a. Open Spaces: it was reported that the seat at Mill Road playarea was damaged, and 

the roundabout at the English Wood play area was “frozen”. There had been 
complaints about detritus arising from grass cutting. 

b. Communication: notice boards are to be erected asap.     
c. Streetcare: damage to road calming ramps  and defective street lights had been 

reported. It was suggested that the sub-committee members should undertake a 
walk around the parish to identify such problems. A graffiti removal course is to be 
held at the beginning of July. 

d. Quarterly Newsletter:  
 

12.  MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS 

 
Cllr Adlam reported that heavy goods traffic is gaining access to the site from the A340 and 
entering/leaving earlier than the perceived time permitted under the planning approval. The 
Clerk is to check. 
 
Cllr Statham left the meeting at 22:20 
 
Cllr Lewis-Grey and others reported that the Core Skills for Councillors had been very 
valuable. 
 
Cllr Uzzell left the meeting at 22:30 
 
Cllr Lewis-Grey said that residents had asked about the installation of seats in the parish. 
This is to be investigated. 
Cllr Lewis-Grey asked about the possibility of providing allotments in the parish. This is to be 
investigated 

 

13.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
The next meeting of the Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 22 July.2008. 
Further meetings will be held on 24 November 2008, (at which the 2009/2010 Budget & 
Precept will be set), 26 January, 23 February & 23 March 2009. 

 
The meetings closed at 22:40 

 

 
Date........................................    Chairman........................................ 
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        Appendix A to mrpc230608 

        Dated 23 June 2008 

Borough Councillor’s Report 

 

Road works on A339 - completed 
 
A339 Between Newbury Road Roundabout and Roman Road Roundabout 
A339  Between Roman Road Roundabout to Rooksdown Lane 
Main road surface dressing 
Late May – early June 
Work has been completed to schedule and with minimal disruption – unless the PC knows otherwise? 
 

Speed on Rooksdown Avenue 
 
The Police Traffic Management and Safety team have undertaken a site survey and confirm that the piece of 
road is too small to catch speeders. It comprises a dual carriageway (which has a limit of 60mph) going into a 
restricted road (where a 30mph limit applies). However the developers have placed speed humps at the 
entrance to the residential areas and whilst the perception of excess speed may exist it is difficult to test and 
prosecute for it.  
 
Cllr Reid has offered to consider funding of a flashing warning sign and we are waiting guidelines from HCC 
re its use and placement before purchase goes ahead. In funding the sign, Cllr Reid would expect the sign to 
be used across his three wards of Buckskin, Rooksdown and Winklebury.   
 

Community consultation and facilities 
 
I have asked for a summary of the consultation responses to be added to the BDBC website and made 
available to the RCA / Parish as the previous digest of data was not self explanatory. The one page summary 
is attached and will be placed on my Cllr website shortly. 
 
Currently the timeline for progressing the project is: 

• Report to cabinet July 08 to release funding for a consultant architect to under take design feasibility 

• Consultation on design approaches during the Autumn 

• Design submitted for planning application Spring 2009. 

I have also seen a copy of correspondence between BDBC and the developers to confirm progress on their 
payment of S106 monies so that works can formally start. 

Glass in Canadian Way shelter 
 
The possibility of the developers being allowed to use safety glass has been raised with the Conservation 
Officer and also with the BDBC Solicitor. There is no objection to safety glass being provided as long as it is 
in keeping with the shelters. A meeting has taken place between BDBC and TW to discuss the best use of 
safety glass and as soon as TW agree the replacement it can be actioned. 
 

Wimpey Sales office 
 
A disappointing string of mails and calls has resulted in confirmation that Taylor Wimpey will not allow the 
RCA use of the unoccupied sales office. The cabins are on lease and TW will not take responsibility for their 
damage or misuse by a third party so the cabins remain closed off and mothballed and is likely to remain so 
for 6 months. 
 

Surgery portacabins 
In a similar vein I have asked the PCT re the prospect of using the surgery once vacated. I am waiting a 
reply. 
 
You may also be interested to know that Maria Miller, Basingstoke MP, raised the lack of permanency of 
surgery facilities in Rooksdown as an illustration of under provision and poor planning in a House of 
Commons debate last week. She continues to show a strong interest in the unique issues experienced by this 
ward and I will be meeting her again in July to discuss how we might gain some of her valuable time and 
guidance in supporting significant ward issues. 
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Trees and bins 
I have done a walk around this week with the Neighbourhood team and looked at where existing bins can be 
fixed to avoid them wandering about the estate. I have also asked for additional bins in key areas including 
Trenchmead / Balsan intersection and in Nightingale Gardens. The bins will be multi use (i.e. dog bins also) 
and should be sited during the summer. 
 
I have also asked for shrubbery butting onto cycle / pathways and play areas to be trimmed again. 
 
The saga of tree ownership at Nightingale and Barron continues and is now with the BDBC legal team to 
resolve with the Land Registry so that action can be taken once and for all. 

 

 

Assessment of parking provision within Rooksdown 
 
The Rooksdown 2001 Census provides data regarding number of households (636) and car ownership (689) 
relating to the size of the dwelling: 
  
Households with No cars: 160 
Households with One car: 285 - 285 cars 
Households with Two cars: 169 - 338 cars 
Households with Three cars: 22 - 66 cars 
Households with Four+ cars: 0 
  
The average car ownership is: 
  

Rooksdown Average  

  2001 2026 

1 bed 0.53 0.54 

2-3 beds 1.43 1.51 

4 beds 1.59 1.68 

  
The HCC parking standards applying at the time of development were a min:  
1, 2 and 3 bed = 2 parking spaces  
4 bed = 3 parking spaces 
 
It would appear that the parking provision within the development would be sufficient in average numerical 
terms regarding 2001 Census ownership levels and the application plans confirm this parking provision as 
approved under BDB/42565 and BDB/46887. However these guidelines are currently under review by BDBC 
and future parking provision will have to meet better standards than has been allowed in the past under 
Central Govt restrictions. 
 

Response from a parking issues review 

 
The 2008/2009 financial year will see need for parking controls being considered on an area basis instead of 
an individual basis. Rooksdown and Winklebury area has not previously been included in the programme of 
works nor for this financial year but it is now on the list for consideration. However it would be subject to 
prioritisation for inclusion in future programmes.  
 
From a recent site visit it appears that there is scope to progress the possible introduction of parking controls 
(such as yellow lining and white parking places) in Mill Road and its adjoining side roads. The site has thus 
been added to the Engineering & Traffic team's list of possible sites for future parking controls.  
  
The exact layout of the parking controls would be subject to detailed investigations (including parking 
surveys). It is anticipated that the use of yellow lining to prohibit/restrict waiting for safety-related, congestion-
related and obstruction-related reasons adjacent to junctions, bends and narrowings may be one option.  
 
The introduction of parking controls is subject to the successful completion of the statutory procedure relating 
to Traffic Regulation Orders. This procedure includes at least two stages of consultation/public advertisement 
and comments received during these stages can lead to either the partial amendment or, in some 
circumstances, the complete abandonment of proposals. In the Mill Road area, there is likely to be objections 
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from local residents concerned about loss of parking; these objections would have to be weighed against 
the safety-related, congestion-related and obstruction-related benefits of the lining. Depending upon the 
extent of comments received, the statutory procedure typically takes between 6 and 12 months to complete. 
  
The prioritisation and progress of any works is subject to Mill Road and the surrounding area being adopted 
as public highway shortly. 
 
In essence: 

• subject to the roads being adopted (shortly) 

• surveys and consultations will take place 

• traffic orders be considered and finally 

• yellow and other road lining be used as a way of assisting traffic management and parking 
enforcement 

Nothing is scheduled to happen until late 2008/9 and perhaps 2009/10 and only then if we can establish the 
area as a priority on the programme of works. 
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CONSULTATION ON COMMUNITY FACILITIES IN ROOKSDOWN   

 SUMMARY OF RESPONSES 

There were 134 responses. 

 

Of these: 

94.4% felt there was a need for an additional facility in Rooksdown 

76.4% of respondents were female 

29.2% were aged 35-40; 24.6% were aged 25-34 and 19.2% were 45-54. 

 

Leisure activities 

 

There was a widespread response to the activities that people wanted to participate, the most 

popular being yoga (40.7%), aerobics (32.2%) and computer classes (32.2%). A weekly drama and 

dance class was also popular. 

 

Residents were also keen to participate in social activities with family evenings being the most 

popular at 64.2%. 

 

Over 53% of respondents were interested in playing badminton and over 42% would like to 

participate in health walks. 

 

Residents were keen to have uniformed groups such as beavers, cubs, scouts, rainbows, brownies 

and guides set up in the area.  

 

Health activities 

 

People were interested in attending health clinics locally. These were mainly associated with 

pregnancy with 47.5% interested in baby and child clinics, 36.5% interested in health visitor clinics 

and 36.2% interested in ante/post natal clinics. Over 27% of respondents were also interested in 

attending counseling courses. 

 

Police activities 

 

Over 93% of respondents wanted to see a police beat office within the community facility. 

 

Youth activities 

 

Youth clubs for all ages were popular as was a weekly club for 18+.  For younger children, 

respondents were keen to have a weekly parent and toddler group, a daily pre school and play 

schemes in the school holidays.  Breakfast clubs and after school clubs were also popular. 

 

Church activities 

 

People were keen to use the facility of weddings, christenings and wakes and a smaller proportion 

would use attend church services (36.4%) and other services and activities provided by the church. 

 

KEY TO RESPONSES 

 

 

Number of responses received  % of responses received 
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        Appendix B to mrpc230608 

        Dated 23 June 2008 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Current Concerns 
 
There has been an increase in Damage to the Pavilions that are situated off of 
Canadian Way. There is minor graffiti and several more of the panes of glass 
have been smashed. There has also been an increase in complaints of the 
noise generated by children gathering at these Pavilions. 
 
Theft from Motor vehicles has also seen an increase and there is a current 
trend to steal milk. The street cleaner has found full and smashed milk bottles 
at various locations throughout Rooksdown. 
 

DATE 

 

OCCURRENCE 

 

LOCATION 

 

04/04/08 
 

Theft of Lead 
 

Mother & Baby Unit 
 

 Rowdy & Inconsiderate behaviour 
 

Nightingale Gardens 

06/04/2008 Dwelling Burglary Nightingale Gardens 

09/04/2008 Begging Barron Place 

 Rowdy & Inconsiderate behaviour 
 

Canadian way 

12/04/2008 Theft from motor vehicle Vitellius gardens 

14/04/2008 Rowdy & Inconsiderate behaviour Canadian way 

15/04/2008 Rowdy & Inconsiderate behaviour Park Prewett Road 

16/04/2008 Theft from motor vehicle Vespasian Gardens 

 Theft from motor vehicle Julius Close 

 Criminal Damage Rooksdown Pharmacy 

24/04/2008 Criminal Damage Pavilion 

 


